Step It Up to Profits in Farm Direct Marketing

An old Chinese proverb says, “If you don’t like smiling, don’t sell to the public.” Judging by the growth in farm direct marketed products more and more farmers are smiling across Alberta as they ‘step up’ to the challenge of marketing their products direct to consumers. 

In February 2008 over 150 farm direct marketers will gather in Leduc for the first annual Step It Up conference. Be sure to count yourself among their number. The Alberta Farm Fresh Producers Association and the Alberta Farmers’ Market Association together with the Ag Policy Framework Renewal Chapter and the Agriculture and Food Council ACAAF program are collaborating in education to bring you Step It Up, Alberta’s new leading edge farm direct marketing industry conference.

With 9 sessions, 3 keynote presentations, trade show exhibits, industry awards and over 20 speakers from across Canada you’re guaranteed to leave this conference inspired, wired and fired up with new ideas to increase your business profits.

Conference sessions include marketing food safely, mechandizing, on-farm special events, cashing in on local foods, profitable business growth, getting started in farm direct, working with chefs, creating experiences and building successful farmers’ markets.

Internationally renowned author, speaker and media personality, Pete Luckett, one of Canada’s leading independent food retailers, offers farm direct marketers fresh ideas with the same zest and appeal he serves his Halifax area customers. In his keynote session Cultivating Unforgettable Customer Experiences Pete Luckett will depict what today’s informed consumer is looking for and explain how the way we relate to our customers is evolving. 

Luckett combines his passion for excellence with the fruits of his experience to offer practical insights into customer experiences and customer service. “It doesn’t matter whether you’re selling a lemon or a Lamborghini customers always squeeze before they buy and have an undeniable taste for the fresh and fabulous,” says Luckett. This thought provoking session will appeal to farmers’ market vendors, managers and farm direct marketers who want to remain on stage for the long term!

If you:

· Invite the public to your farm,

· Sell at or operate a farmers’ market,

· Sell meat or poultry directly to consumers,

· Want to diversify into farm direct marketing,

Step it Up is for you! It’s your opportunity to learn business strategies that work, expand your industry network, share your successes, increase your profits and gain fresh ideas.

Step It Up is brought to you by Alberta’s farm direct marketing industry associations the Alberta Farm Fresh Producers Association and the Alberta Farmers’ Market Association. Funding is made available through the Agriculture and Food Council which is responsible for delivering Agriculture and Agri–Food Canada’s Advancing Canadian Agriculture and Agri–Food (ACAAF) program in Alberta.

Learn more at www.albertamarkets.com or by calling Darlene Cavanaugh 780.644.7474
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